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Political Churchmen 


When church officials attempt to use the Church 
for political purposes they are aping Rome and 
doing grave harm to the name and influence of 
the church. 


The following article in the New York Times 
of Nov. 29th tells of just such activities on the 
part of those who should know better. 


In our judgment the church lowers her prestige 
and tends to bring discredit on the cause of Jesus 
Christ when such things are done. This would 
have been equally true had there been a circulariz- 
ing of ministers in favor of McCarthy. 


“PRESBYTERIAN URGES 
SUPPORT OF CENSURE 


Special to The New York Times. 

BOSTON, Nov. 29—Three hundred Presbyterian 
clergymen have been requested by a top church official 
to urge their Senators to uphold the censure recommen- 
dations directed against Senator Joseph R. McCarthy of 
Wisconsin. 


The request, it was disclosed here, was made by the 
Rev. Dr. Paul Calvin Payne, general secretary of the 
Board of Education of the Presbyterian Church. 
In a letter to the ministers dated Nov. 24, Dr. 
Payne recalled that last May the General Assembly of 
the church had taken sharp issue with persons who 
“seek to stir up waves of passion and hysteria upon 
which they ride to positions of privilege and power.” 
The assembly statement was obviously directed at Senator 
McCarthy. 


The letter, prepared for Dr. Payne by the church's 
Department of Social Education and Action and mailed 
from Philadelphia, declared: 


“Supporting this action of the General Assembly, it 
is urgent that as many persons as possible contact their 
Senators at once, urging affirmative action on the censure 
resolution now before them. Each concerned person 
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should persuade neighbors and friends to take similar 

The 300 ministers were selected on a “strategic” basis, 
according to Dr. Payne.” 


Not more than thirty minutes after we read 
the above we saw the following statement: 


“Herbert Philbrick, the quiet, humble Massachusetts 
church worker who served nine years as an FBI counter- 
spy deep within the Communist underground, gave a 
lecture recently to the Harding College student body and 
conferees attending the 15th Freedom Forum on_ the 
campus. 


“According to the Communist Party, and unfortun- 
ately according to some prominent politicians and edu- 
cators,” he said, “our American people today are alleged 
to be filled with fear, living in a climate of fear, afraid 
to express their minds or to express opinions, and con- 
stantly looking over their shoulders for a Congressional 
investigator. This claim is a complete falsehood. Of 
course the Communists hope, through this propaganda 
of theirs, to discourage anybody from taking a position 
against Communism.” 


One wonders whether some of the “hysteria” 
referred to by Dr. Payne is not to be found in 
the camp of those who seem little concerned over 
the proven infiltration of governmental and labor 
groups by Communists but deeply concerned over 
the “‘methods” used to uncover this infiltration. 


—L. N. B. 


Where Holiness And 
Mercy Meet 


Does the evangelical preach Christ’s atoning 
work as a device to “appease an irate God’? We 
have never heard such a presentation of the cross, 
nor have we ever heard such a view of God 
advanced, despite the recent claims of some liberals. 


But, Christ did die on the cross to vindicate, 
on the one hand the righteousness and holiness of 
God, and on the other, His love and mercy. 


A famous scholar, recently called to face the 
Lord, wrote as follows: “Certain widely used 
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hymns still perpetuate the theory that God pardons 
sinners because Christ purchased that pardon by his 
obedience and sufferings. But, a forgiveness that 
is bought is not forgiveness. . . There is no 
cleansing blood which can wipe out the record of 
what has been. . . . The cross of Christ ts not 
a means of procuring forgiveness.” 


Where does such a concept of Christianity— 
of God Himself—come from? It is an illustration 
of the fact that when one’s theology is built on 
man’s own theorizing and rationalizing of God 
one arrives at a man-made theology. On the other 
hand, when man accepts God’s revelation of Him- 
self, in His written Word and in the Living Word, 
he is forced to look at God in the light of His Own 
holiness and perfecticn and man in the light of 
his own innate sinfulness and the dilemma of these 
two extremes is met solely in the Person and the 
work of the eternal Son of God Who became man 
and Who died - “Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood” . . 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
wth God through our Lord Jesus Christ” . 

“dnd all things are of God, who hath hieensiied 

us unto himself by Jesus Christ. “And that 
he might reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” 
“And you, that were sometime alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled.” “That he by the grace 
of God should taste death for every man.” . . . 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot unto God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.” 


We can only dimly sense the enormity of our 
own sinfulness and its eternal consequences in the 
light of what God found necessary for our redemp- 
tion—even the sacrifice of His Own Son. 


Here there is not even a remote suggestion of 
“appeasing an irate God.” Rather it is a picture 
of the enormity of sin and the depths of God’s 
love. Christ did not die on the cross as a sacrifice 
to a tyrant; He died to fulfil the righteousness 
and holiness of God while at the same time dem- 
onstrating His infinite love and mercy. 


In this redemptive act we see the ove way for 
man’s salvation. “To question the necessity for, the 
fact of and the efficacy to be found solely in this 
eternal sacrifice is to question the very foundation 
of Christian truth itself. 


John says: “Herein is love, not*that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent his Son to be 


a propitiation for our sins.” This humbles our 
pride and it should also kindle love in hearts which 
stand amazed before His infinite mercy and grace. 


But, it is a fact that God CAN BE ANGRY. 
We are told that: “‘“God is angry with the wicked 
every day.” We are told: “Jt is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God,” and Paul 
explicitly describes a day of fearful judgment: 
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and the glory of his power.” 


‘To ignore or minimize the certainty of judgment 
of sin, either in ourselves, or in our Lord on Cal- 
vary, is to give the lie to the very basic facts of 
Christianity. 

We are perfectly aware of the popular viewpoint 
held by many that “Christianity is not a fire- 
escape,” or that the “heart of Christianity is to 
serve others.”” But friends, no one is either pre- 
pared to meet his God or to rightly serve his 
fellow-man until he has accepted God’s Son and 
the righteousness which He alone can impute to 
those who accept His atoning sacrifice. Further- 
more, no man has truly served his brother until 
he has tried to bring him face to face with his 
Redeemer. 


“He that despised Moses’ law died without 
mercy under two of three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace’? 


Let us never forget, it is God Who has laid 
down the conditions of salvation. It is for us to 
either receive and accept these conditions or reject 
them. ‘There is no o:her choice, nor is there any 
other way. —L. N. B. 


From The Dallas Morning News 
Editorial Section, October 10, 1954 


Not Church Business 


Newsweek for October 11 says: 


“In their first venture into national politics, 
social agencies of eight Protestant churches are 
forming what is being described as a ‘liberal’ coali- 
tion for congressional elections. ‘Their first step 
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will be a wide distribution of pamphlets among 
denominational leaders showing how congressmen 
have voted on such issues as reciprocal trade, off- 
shore oil, mutual security aid, wire-tapping and 
housing.” 


All friends of religious freedom in the United 
States ought to resist this sort of politicking—or 
any other sort of _ politicking—by Protestant 
churches or any other sort of churches. Resistance 
by patriotic churchmen will be effective along these 
lines: 


1. Protest within the church concerned. 
2. Reduce contribution to the church 5 per cent. 


2. Give notice that contributions will be reduced 
by a further 5 per cent per annum until the prac- 
tice is discontinued. 


4. Form a layman’s organization to cleanse the 
temple of politicos, pinkos and prophetic meddlers 
in secular elections. 


The social agencies of the eight Protestant 
churches ought to wilt under that program. They 
deserve to wilt.” 


Still They Come— 


Memphis First Church 
Goes To Bat 


RESOLUTION OF THE SESSION 


The Session of our church, at its monthly meet- 
ing November 16th, discussed fully the responsi- 
bility of the Session concerning the proposed plan 
of union which will be voted on at the January 
meeting of Memphis Presbytery. ‘The Session 
unanimously passed the following resolution with 
the elders whose names are attached signing the 
resolution : 


WHEREAS, we are confronted with the re- 
sponsibility as the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Memphis, Tennessee, to elect a repre- 
sentative to Presbytery to vote upon the proposed 
plan of union between our Church, the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., and the United Presbyterian 


Church of America; and 


WHEREAS, within the framework of our 
Presbyterian polity we neither presume the right 
nor desire to assume the power to instruct said 
representative in the matter of his vote: and 


WHEREAS, our obligation as officers of the 
church charge us with the responsibility to preserve 
the welfare, and to “study the peace, unity, edifica- 
tion and purity” of our church; and 


WHEREAS, we believe that the propo-ced plan 


of union, if consummated 
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(1) would cause the liquidation by absorption of 
our Presbyterian Church, U. S.; 

(2) would surrender the fee simple title to all 
our church rroperty without the consent of 
the congregation ; 

(3) would create a general council designed to 
weaken our present church courts, and looking 
to their ultimate dissolution ; and 

(+) would introduce numerous other changes of 
similar divisive import; 

all of which we consider to be incompatible with 

our ordination vows; 


BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that in 
our considered opinion, the welfare of our church, 
the integrity of our church courts, the on-going 
work for the Master of our present church organi- 
zation is best served by the rejection of the pro- 
posed plan of union, the dissolution of the present 
Committee on Cooperation and Union, and the 
establishment of a real cooperative effort within the 
framework of our separate organizations to do the 
Lord’s work on the basis of individual effort, rather 
than in mass organization. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy 
of this resolution be published in our church paper 
for the information of our congregation, and that 
a copy be filed with the Stated Clerk of the Pres- 
bytery. 


—John R. Wallace, D. Frank Crouch, Barry Gil- 
lespie. J. Ralph Thompson, J. L. Skinner, H. C. 
Broadfoot, Edgar Lee, M. W. Storn, H. K. 
Buck, Allin S$. Vaughan, Sr., McKay Rice, 
W. A. Langhart, A. K. Burrow, E. Lloyd Bur- 
gen, Wayne Falkner, E. L. Newman, Sam H. 
McCullough, A. A. Williams, E. E. Muehl, Sr., 
Luther F. Keeton. 


Still They Come 


To Concord Pre-bytery Assembled 
in January Meeting, 1955. 


Brethren: 


We had a joint meeting of the Elders and Dea- 
cons of Shearer Church on November 7, and voted 
en the proposed Union of the U.S.A., U.S., and 
U.P. denominations. The vote was unanimous, 
(11-0), opposing this Union. 


We feel that the many reasons against Union 
far outweigh those in its favor. We-do not believe 
that separate organizations of outward nature pre- 
vent, or hinder, the Unity of the Church as the 
Body of Christ. Our cwn bodies have many mem- 
bers which work beautifully together for the good 
of the whole body. The Unity that the Head of 
the Church praved for, and is so vitally necessary, 
is a Unity of Faith, of Love, and Oneness in the 
Spirit. 

Furthermore, we are of the decided opinion that 
the agitation of this question has hindered the work 
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of the Lord, and that any further agitation will 

do harm instead of good, both in our own denom- 

ination, and in the work of the Kingdom as a 

whole. We would therefore respectfully and earn- 

estly ask that Concord Presbytery overture the 

= Assembly to discontinue its Committee on 
nion. 


We have authorized our Pastor and Clerk of 
Session to sign for us. 


Fraternally, your brethren in the Lord, 


—J. Kenton Parker, Moderator 
W. I. Johnson, Clerk 


Similar action was taken by Session of the Centre 
Presbyterian Church, in Concord Presbytery, by 
unanimous vote against union. 


Letters 


Editor, Southern Presbyterian Journal: 

(Because of the malpractice of some agents over 
the State, it would be helpful to your readers if 
the following article could be run and it would 


also benefit the Homes for Children in this state 


in protecting their name. ) 


Allen B. McClure. 


“The North Carolina Orphanage Conference in 
annual session on September 16th, 1954, considered 
again the problem of agents, especially boys and 
girls, using the name of one of the orphanages of 
the state as a means for selling magazines. 


The Conference was unanimous in declaring 
that no institution has ever allowed students to 
represent the institution or to speak in its name 
for the purpose of selling magazines or any other 
articles. This group would further call to the 
attention of the public the fact that the needs 
of all its students are met at the local institution 
through the regular channels, and if any individual 


.in the sale of magazines or other articles uses the 


name of an institution to enhance his sales he is 
a fake and a fraud. 


The Conference would, therefore, warn the 
people of the State of North Carolina and else- 
where to beware of anyone who comes with the 
sale of any article, trading upon the name of any 
child-caring institution, orphanage, or children’s 
home. The Conference requested that this infor- 
mation be sent to all the daily newspapers and 
religious publications of this area in order to pre- 
= malpractices that are common throughout the 

tate,” 


Barium Springs, N. C. 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 walue or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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SANCTIFICATION 
By Gordon H. Clark 


“He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good.” 


In this third stanza of “There is a green hill 
far away,” the doctrines of justification and sancti- 
fication are conjoined. Naturally, the limitations of 
hymnology do not permit an explanation of the 
conjunction: it would seem that forgiveness and 
being made good are two results, otherwise unre- 
lated, to Christ’s death. But the Confession of 
Faith, Chapter XIII, and still more explicitly 
Paul, in Romans VI and elsewhere, make sancti- 
fication the purpose or aim of the preceding stages 
of salvation. It is true, but not sufficient to say, 
we are justified and we are also being sanctified ; 
it is downright false to say, we are justified by 
faith alone but of course we must now do some 
good works; to express the relation with a minimum 
of adequacy we must drop the and and the but and 
use the conjunction therefore: we have been ac- 
quitted and pardoned of sin apart from any human 
merit, therefore we must do good works. Or, to 
quote Rom. 6:14, “Sin shall not have dominion 
over you (sanctification), for ye are not under the 
law but under grace’ (justification). —‘He 
died to make us good.” 


Such is the Scriptural answer to the objection 
that justification by faith alone is an immoral 
doctrine. It is sanctification that unmasks the cari- 
cature quoted in a previous article, “Free from 
the law, O blessed condition; I can sin as I please 
and still have remission.” Paul’s argument is 
clear: “Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? Not at all; how shall we that are dead 
to sin live any longer therein? Our old 
man is crucified with Christ in order that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, in order that 
henceforth we should not serve sin . . . Sin 
shall not have dominion over you.” 


Because Paul said, “Sin shall not have dominion 
over you,” and because of other expressions, cer- 
tain groups of people who were not privileged 
to be guided by the Westminster Confession in 
their study of the Scriptures have concluded that 
it is possible to achieve sinless perfection during 
our earthly life. I know one man who boasted 
that he had not sinned for twenty-six years. And 
the fact of the matter is that compared with other 
Christians he was a very good man. Compared 
with God’s law, however, he was, I am sure, im- 
perfect. It is only through a feeble appreciation of 
God’s righteousness and holiness coupled with an 
ignorance of the definition of sin that one can 
imagine that one is sinless. Job was able to hold 
his own against his irritating friends. He was 
sure he had not committed any particular sin of 
which his plagues were the punishment. But when 
his friends left him and God appeared to him, Job 
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said, ‘““Behold, I am vile. What shall I answer 


Thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth.” 


Sin is any want of conformity unto or trans- 
gression of the law of God. ‘To define sin as 
selfishness or to restrict sin to known sins _ is 
inadequate. Sin is defined in terms of the law of 
God. And no mere man since the fall is able per- 
fectly in this life to keep God’s commandments— 
even for a day. Only Christ was sinless. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 86 
What Prayer Can Do 


Dear Anglers: 

There is a young man in our community who 
gets drunk for several days at a time. His mother 
fell this year and broke her hip, and fell again 
several days ago while her son was in bed, drunk. 
The Methodists held a revival last week, and he 
was drinking the first two days. I prayed that the 
Holy Spirit would cause him to go to the revival. 
Qn Wednesday he asked his aunt if she would go 
to\ church and sit with him, and together they 
went to the service on Thursday night, and when 
the preacher made the altar call he walked up and 
knelt before the pulpit. He was there at all the 
remaining services of the meeting and I am con- 
fident he is saved. 


Another young man in our community stays 
drunk several days at a time. His mother is a 
devoted Christian. She asked us to pray for him 
and I asked the Lord to direct him to the revival, 
and he went to the last Sunday night service. 

I believe in prayer and I know that the Lord 
answered my prayer in both of these cases. I al- 
ways look forward to reading Anglers each week. 

(Name withheld by request) 


(Comment) It is indisputable that compara- 
tively few Christians have ever recognized the 
power of prayer. It is apparently a lesson difficult 
to learn. Yet this power is within the grasp of 
the humblest and the least accomplished worker. 
The Lord never spake any truth more clearly than 
this. “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matt. 21:22. 
“Therefore I Say unto you, what things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. “Believing” 
—that means FAITH. Real, achieving faith is 
given by the Holy Spirit. Ask Him for it. Simple 
as that, just for the asking. ‘‘For to one is aya 
by the Spirit the word of wisdom . 
another FAITH by the same Spirit” I Cor. 12:8, 9, 
Now if you pray, believing (in faith) in the power 
of the Spirit, which is given you for the simple 
asking, for the salvation of a soul; according to 
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Gift 
Suggestion: 


Express Christian 
thankfulness at 
Christmastime through 


buying a— 


CHURCH 
EXTENSION 


Annuity 


You may buy an annuity 
for someone other than 
yourself, if you _ prefer. 


Dept. E-3 
BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 
341 Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 


the Word you cannot be denied. If there is one 
thing which the Holy Spirit wants to see accom- 
plished through you—you timid, stammering Chris- 
tian—it is the saving of a soul. Do you suppose 
that the Faith He imparts to you, for the asking, 
will fail to accomplish its purpose? Wake up, 
Brother! Sister! the answer and the power are 
right there at your hand. 


LIQUOR 


Alcohol in beer wine and whiskey is a narcotic, 
a poison, a habit-forming drug. Dr. Emil Bogen, 
a noted toxicologist, says: ‘““The very first thing 


that alcohol does is to attack the highest abilities, © 


the parts of the brain that have to do with judg- 
ment, reason and the control of behavior. IT 
SLOWS DOWN THE BRAIN, and destroys the 
kind of brain power needed to tell a drinker when 
he has had enough.” 

Alcohol cuts down youth in its prime, manhood 
in its strength and age in its weakness. It produces 
weakness, not strength; sickness, not health; death, 
not life. It makes wives, widows; children, 
orphans; fathers, fiends; and all of them paupers 
and beggars. It feeds rheumatism; nurses gout; 
welcomes epidemics; invites cholera, imports pesti- 
lence; and embraces consumption. It covers the 
land with idleness, poverty, disease and crime; 
fills jails; supplies almshouses, demands asylums.” 
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Would You Use This Book In 
Your Sunday School P 


By Robert Strong, S.T.D. 


In my speech at the General Assembly on the 
issue of church union I pointed out that the 
destructive higher criticism of the Scriptures is 
embodied in the New Curriculum of the Presby- 
terian U.S.A. Church. In evidence [I recounted 
reading the materials offered for the first quarter 
of 1954 in which appeared a lesson on the growth 
of the Bible presented in terms of the higher critical 
reconstruction. 


Further documentation is now offered of the 
fact that the Sunday school materials of the North- 
ern Church do despite to the basic doctrine of the 
full truthfulness of the Bible. 


From the Presbyterian Bookstore in Philadel- 
phia I have purchased the study book for junior 
school boys and girls, “The One Story,” by Hulda 
Niebuhr. In language adapted to the level of these 
young people the book gives a rapid summary of 
the Biblical narrative. Its author is aware that 
conservative scholarship and the findings of archae- 
ology have sent the advocates of the Graf-Well- 
hausen school of criticism into full retreat. The 
retreat does not go far enough in the present 
instance, however. The position of the book is what 
I should call mediating. Accepting the essential 
trustworthiness of the outline of events as given 
in Scripture the author has trouble with numerous 
details setting forth the supernatural. She adheres 
to a modified form of Wellhausenism. The result 
is still to undermine confidence in the record. 


Here are some examples from the section dealing 
with the Old Testament: 


Abraham’s offering up of Isaac (Genesis 22) is 
told in this way: 


In the land where Abraham lived it was the custom 
»f the people to offer their first-born child as a sacrifice 
to their gods. When he thought of this custom, Abra- 
ham was deeply troubled. Was not the Lord God he 
worshiped as worthy of great gifts as the gods of his 
Canaanite neighbors? All that he had was ~~ to him 
by God; could he hold back even the greatly loved and 
long-promised son? So it came about that Abraham 
believed that God’s voice said to him, “Take your son, 
your only son, and offer him at the sacred place in 
the land of Moriah.” . When all was prepared 
for the sacrifice, and Abraham was ready to offer his 
son, the true word of the Lord came.to him. It came 
to him so clearly and roma 3 that he believed God had 
sent a messenger to stay his hand, saying, “Lay not 
your hand upon the lad!” (Pp. 14,15). 


Such a reconstruction of the account will give 
tremendous concern to true Bible believers. They 
will be almost equally bothered by the re-telling 
of the event of Jacob’s night wrestling with the 
angel of God at the Brook Jabbok (P. 16). They 
will refuse to follow Miss Niebuhr in her interpre- 
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on Carmel? Miss Niebuhr writes: 


tation of the call of Moses at the burning bush 
in terms of a vision (P. 21). The mediating tend- 
ency of the author will be noted when she treats 
the miraculous supplies made available to Israel 
in the wilderness by saying: “Often in the morning 
the people found on the ground an excitingly sweet 
food that tasted like wafers made of honey 

That they might have water to drink, Moses, who 
knew the desert so well, found places among the 
rocks where springs flowed” (P. 24). The giving 
of the Law is reported in a way that is false to 
the sequence of events in Exodus and that seems to 
deny that God as with human voice promulgated 
the Ten Commandments from Sinai (Pp. 27-29). 
The shekinah glory that rested on the tabernacle 
is thus handled: “They believed that the glory of 
the Lord was there (in the Holy of Holies) i 

a very special way” (P. 29). (One of the often 


used techniques in the kind of writing we are ex- 


amining is to speak of wonders in terms of the 
belief of the people; the inevitable inference drawn 
is that the author herself does not share the belief. ) 


The higher critical approach appears clearly in 
the following paragraph on page 31: 

The story of the conquest of the Promised Land, as 
we have it in the Bible, has been woven together by 
the Bible writers out of two stories from different sets 
of inherited memories. One story says that Joshua and 
his troops conquered the country quickly, after the 
miraculous fall of the walls of Jericho. The other story 
tells how the country was conquered “by little and 
little,’ and how in the process the people learned to 
i 2 their God from the gods of the heathen. 
The first expresses above all the wonder of the people 
at God’s guidance and help; the second gives a clearer 
picture of the historical events. 


The author’s lack of confidence in the trust- 
worthiness of the Biblical record would seem to 
underlie the comment about Elijah: “In later 
years many legends were told about Elijah.” Who 
will defend this manner of reporting the contest 
‘Then some- 
thing happened that the people remembered as an 
act of God. Fire fell from heaven, the story says, 
and consumed the sacrifice At Elijah’s 
command the people took them (the Baal prophets) 
to the brook at the foot of the mountain and slew 
them. . . . Like everyone else in his time, 
Elijah believed that the way to do away with 
wrong was to kill the wrongdoers” (P. 30). Did 
or did not the miracle occur as reported in Scrip- 
ture? Was or was not Elijah ethically competent? 


Doubt is thrown on another Divine intervention 
when we are given the story of the Assyrian in- 
vasion of Judah: 
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WANTED 


Top Executive 
Low Pay 


Not Everyone CAN Answer This Ad, 
But If You Could --- Would Your 


Ordained Presbyterian ministers answer this call every day. 


Among those who answered it years ago are many retired 

ministers 80 years of age now, or older. (Maybe you know 

} of one). They worked long hours for low pay, and could not 

( accumulate savings, annuities and insurance. They had already 

" retired in 1940 when our ministers annuity fund went into 

effect, and get no benefits from this—and many other pastors 

' who did get in on the plan were able to build up only a few © 

" years investment before they, too, were retired. 

( As the value of money went down, living costs went up. 

‘ Heading the list of white collar low incomes was the clerical 
collar—that’s why your JOY GIFT made each December 

i means so much to these retired pastors. That little envelope 

} you fill just before the Christmas season makes the difference 

‘ between want and enough. 


There is an answer you can make to this ad. You can plan 

now to make your JOY GIFT this year the best ever, and in 

a strange, yet very real, sense—your giving can bring one of 
the greatest possible JOYS to yourself. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF comes from 


your JOY GIFT to the 
BOARD of ANNUITIES and RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church U. S. 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 
CHAS. J. CURRIE, Executive Secretary 
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In the morning, when the citizens of Jerusalem looked 
down from their walls, they saw a deserted camp. The 
besieging army had departed. Some reports say that a 
rumor had come of revolt at home; others, that a plague 
had broken out in the army so that thousands died. 
At any rate, the army was gone. The faithful said, 
“Our enemies were smitten by an angel of the Lord!” 
for they knew God had delivered them. (P. 65 - Com- 
pare II Kings 19). : 


The influence of the destructive criticism is seen 
again on page 66 where the Mosaic authorship of 
the Book of Deuteronomy is implicitly denied in 
favor of a date about 800 years later. 


The account of the exile contains no mention 
of Daniel, and the reason is soon found, for the 
book bearing his name is assigned to the middle of 
the second century B. C. This treatment of the 
fourth Major Prophet will not be appreciated by 
those who know that perfectly competent conserva- 
tive scholarship with not a little assistance again 
from archaeology has adequately defended the in- 


tegrity and the exilic date of Daniel. Thus Daniel 
is not a mere propaganda tract of say 165 B. C., 
but a genuine production of the renowned Jewish 
contemporary of Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, 
accurate as to its historical sections, glorious in 
its sure handling of things yet future. 


We who call attention to such departures from 
sound teaching as are so numerous in Hulda Nie- 
buhr’s ‘““The One Story,” take no pleasure in it. 
We are concerned for the young Christians into 
whose hands and minds their denomination sends 
material that will certainly weaken their confidence 
in the Bible. We are the more deterred from con- 
senting to the union of our church with that de- 
nomination. There is a doctrinal argument in the 
church union issue. It should not be ignored. It 
must not be minimized. For one thing the con- 
fessional position of the full truthfulness of the 
Scripture is at stake. 


The Best Certified Fact In The World 


A Christmas Message 
On I John 5:20, 21. 


Martin A. Hopkins, Th. M, D.D. 


First John is the final message of the last 
surviving Apostle of Christ to the Church of his 
own day, and to the Church of all ages. His 
trumpet gives no uncertain sound as he closes this 
matchless Epistle with five triumphant certainties 
of the Christian life in 5:13,15,18,20,21. In these 
verses he uses a verb which means to know with 
certainty—know, Know, KNow, KNOw, KNOW 
come like five loud steady peals of thunder from this 
nonagenarian son of thunder (Mark 3:17), now 
mellowed by sixty years of following the Lamb 
of God (John 1:35-37; Rev. 14:4). Once in his 
youth he would have called down fire from heaven 
to destroy (Luke 9:54), now he thunders of grace 
and love and certainty. 


For nearly nineteen hundred yéars these peals 
of thunder have reverberated throughout the whole 
world with their clear, clarion message of assur- 
ance. But at no time in all these centuries has his 
message been more timely and needed than in our 
own day of confusion and chaos—political, eco- 
nomic, intellectual, and religious. What a Babel 
of strident sounds greets the ear! ~What a blur 
of sinful sights meets the eye! 


In the confusion of sound and sight that now 
reigns supreme everywhere, many will stop at this 
Christmas Season to celebrate the coming of the 
Prince of Peace, and to hear the angels sing: 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, good will among men!” 


(Luke 2:13) 
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May we also hear the Prince Himself say: ‘‘ Peace 
I leave with you; my peace | give unto you: not 
as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. (John 14:1,27) 
Be still and know that I am God|” (Psalm 46:10). 
He alone can give us security in the midst of life’s 
insecurities, 


We will not have time to consider all five of 
John’s peals of triumphant thunder, but will con- 
centrate on the last and greatest of them all in 
I John 5:20,21, to bring out clearly the meaning 
of which we will translate as follows: “But we 
surely know that the Son of God has actually 
come into the world, and has given us the power 
of understanding, that we may come to truly know 
the Real One, and we are in the Real One, because 
we are in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the Real 
God and Eternal Life. Little children, guard your- 
selves from the unreal idols.” 


There are six great thoughts that stand out in 
these verses, and cry out to be heard :—Certainty 
as to the Fact of the Advent of the Son of God; 
The Power to understand the Advent Fact; The 
Purpose of the Power to understand the Advent 
Fact; The Present Result of Accepting the Advent 
Fact; The Eternal Result of Accepting the Advent 
Fact; The Consequent Duty of Guarding ourselves 
against all that is False and Unreal. Let us take 
these points up briefly one by one: 
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In the morning, when the citizens of Jerusalem looked 
down from their walls, they saw a deserted camp. The 
besieging army had departed. Some reports say that a 
rumor had come of revolt at home; others, that a plague 
had broken out in the army so that thousands died. 
At any rate, the army was gone. The faithful said, 
“Our enemies were smitten by an angel of the Lord!” 
for they knew God had delivered them. (P. 65 - Com- 
pare II Kings 19). 


The influence of the destructive criticism is seen 
again on page 66 where the Mosaic authorship of 
the Book of Deuteronomy is implicitly denied in 
favor of a date about 800 years later. 


The account of the exile contains no mention 
of Daniel, and the reason is soon found, for the 
book bearing his name is assigned to the middle of 
the second century B. C. This treatment of the 
fourth Major Prophet will not be appreciated by 
those who know that perfectly competent conserva- 
tive scholarship with not a little assistance again 
from archaeology has adequately defended the in- 


tegrity and the exilic date of Daniel. Thus Daniel 
is not a mere propaganda tract of say 165 B. C., 
but a genuine production of the renowned Jewish 
contemporary of Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, 
accurate as to its historical sections, glorious in 
its sure handling of things yet future. 


We who call attention to such departures from 
sound teaching as are so numerous in Hulda Nie- 
buhr’s ““The One Story,” take no pleasure in it. 
We are concerned for the young Christians into 
whose hands and minds their denomination sends 
material that will certainly weaken their confidence 
in the Bible. We are the more deterred from con- 
senting to the union of our church with that de- 
nomination. There is a doctrinal argument in the 
church union issue. It should not be ignored. It 
must not be minimized. For one thing the con- 
fessional position of the full truthfulness of the 
Scripture is at stake. 


The Best Certified Fact In The World 


A Christmas Message 
On I John 5:20, 21. 


Martin A. Hopkins, Th. M, D.D. 


First John is the final message of the last 
surviving Apostle of Christ to the Church of his 
own day, and to the Church of all ages. His 
trumpet gives no uncertain sound as he closes this 
matchless Epistle with five triumphant certainties 
of the Christian life in 5:13,15,18,20,21. In these 
verses he uses a verb which means to know with 
certainty—know, Know, KNow, KNOw, KNOW 
come like five loud steady peals of thunder from this 
nonagenarian son of thunder (Mark 3:17), now 
mellowed by sixty years of following the Lamb 
of God (John 1:35-37; Rev. 14:4). Once in his 
youth he would have called down fire from heaven 
to destroy (Luke 9:54), now he thunders of grace 
and love and certainty. 


For nearly nineteen hundred yéars these peals 
of thunder have reverberated throughout the whole 
world with their clear, clarion message of assur- 
ance. But at no time in all these centuries has his 
message been more timely and needed than in our 
own day of confusion and chaos—political, eco- 
nomic, intellectual, and religious. What a Babel 
of strident sounds greets the ear! ~What a blur 
of sinful sights meets the eye! 


In the confusion of sound and sight that now 
reigns supreme everywhere, many will stop at this 
Christmas Season to celebrate the coming of the 
Prince of Peace, and to hear the angels sing: 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, good will among men!” 


(Luke 2:13) 
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May we also hear the Prince Himself say: ‘‘Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. (John 14:1,27) 
Be still and know that I am God|” (Psalm 46:10). 
He alone can give us security in the midst of life’s 
insecurities. 


We will not have time to consider all five of 
John’s peals of triumphant thunder, but will con- 
centrate on the last and greatest of them all in 
I John 5:20,21, to bring out clearly the meaning 
of which we will translate as follows: “But we 
surely know that the Son of God has actually 
come into the world, and has given us the power 
of understanding, that we may come to truly know 
the Real One, and we are in the Real One, because 
we are in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the Real 
God and Eternal Life. Little children, guard your- 


selves from the unreal idols.” 


There are six great thoughts that stand out in 
these verses, and cry out to be heard :—Certainty 
as to the Fact of the Advent of the Son of God; 
The Power to understand the Advent Fact; The 
Purpose of the Power to understand the Advent 
Fact; The Present Result of Accepting the Advent 
Fact; The Eternal Result of Accepting the Advent 
Fact; The Consequent Duty of Guarding ourselves 
against all that is False and Unreal. Let us take 
these points up briefly one by one: 
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I. Certainty as to the Fact of the Advent of the 
Son of God. 


Christmas is based on the surest fact of all 
human history, the coming of God’s Son into the 
world. The fact divides history into B. C. and 
A. D. as the calendars in universal and daily use 
attest. This sentence begins with “But,” and what 
a “but”! The world in its totality lies in the 
power of the Evil One (I John 5:19), BUT there 
is a GREATER than Satan (Matt. 12:29) to 
dispute his sway. The coming of the Son of God 
was an invasion of Deity into the Enemy’s domain, 
to despoil him of his goods, break his grip on men, 
and to destroy his works (I John 3:8). The 
tense of the verb means not only that the Strong 
Son of God came at a definite time, but He is 
still in the world carrying out His mission of love 
and grace. 


We are certain of the Advent Fact because we 
have dependable, objective evidence:—(1) The 
testimony of Old Testament Prophecy minutely 
and exactly fulfilled in the New Testament (Luke 
24:27; John 5:39,46). There are several hundred 
prophecies so exactly fulfilled in the birth, life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, that, 
according to mathematical laws, it is utterly im- 
possible to believe that it was all by chance. It 
was according to God’s eternal and sovereign plan 
and purpose. (2) The absolutely trustworthy 
records of the Four Gospels, differing enough in 
details and time of composition to exclude all pos- 
sibility of collusion. (John 20:30,31; 21:24). 
(3) The accumulative testimony of history: Christ 
has been and still is in the world in His Body, 
the Church, ever witnessing and gaining new tri- 
umphs all through the centuries up to this moment. 
(4) Besides these objective evidences, there is the 
inner witness of the Holy Spirit who applies the 
objective evidence and makes Christ a living, 
present REALITY (I John 5:7,9; John 15:26; 
Acts 5:32). 


II. The Power to Understand the Advent Fact. 


But what good would the Advent Fact do if 
men could not understand and appropriate it? Men 
are so weakened and blinded by sin and Satan 
(2 Cor. +:4) that they cannot unaided grasp the 
Hand outstretched to save them! Thank God! His 
gift of salvation carries with it the supernatural 
power to receive. Alford describes this understanding 
as “the divinely empowered inner sense by which we 
judge of things divine. It is not the wisdom or 
judgment itself, but the faculty capable of at- 
taining unto it.”” This faculty is the gift of the 
Son of God, and not something we attain our- 
selves. ‘‘For the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness unto him; and he cannot receive them because 
they are spiritually discerned’ (I Cor. 2:14). 


This Faculty is undoubtedly connected with the 
Holy Spirit, who operates ON the believing world 
(John 16:7-11), and IN believers (John 16:12-14; 
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I John 2:20,27). This is the guarantee of the 
success of the mission of the Son of God. Without 


it His mission would have failed like the mission | 


of a paratrooper landing behind enemy lines with 
an empty gun or one that wouldn’t fire! Thus 
this little clause really clinches John’s whole Epistle 
and Gospel, and, indeed, the whole Word of God. 


III. The Purpose of this Power of Understanding 
the Advent Fact. 

The sole purpose of the incarnation and mission 
of the Son of God and this supernatural power 
to understand it, is that men may truly, person- 
ally, and experientially come to know HIM who 
is the Ultimate REALITY of the universe. This 
REALITY is the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Son of God came to introduce 
His own Father to this world of sinful, Satan- 
blinded men; that they might be saved from eternal 
ruin, the magnitude of which only He was in a 
position to realize. He says: “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father (John 14:9). I and 
My Father are One (John 10:30).” John 1:18 
might be translated: ‘“‘No man hath seen God 
at any time, the Only Son, who is the Father’s 
bosom Companion, has introduced Him to men.” 
It would be a wonderful thing for a little prince 
to take a ragged beggar by the hand and introduce 
him to the Queen. How much more wonderful 
for the Eternal Son of God to take us wretched 
sinners by the hand and gently lead us to His 
own Father and say, “This is MY FATHER, the 
REAL ONE, and you can call Him your Father 
too!” (John 20:17). 


IV. The Present Result of accepting the Advent 
Fact. 

This personal experience of the REAL ONE 
results here and now in being in the REAL ONE, 
which means having deep, intimate, abiding, 
satisfying fellowship and communion with God 
Himself. But this is only possible because we are 
in His Son Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, without whom no man can come 
unto the Father (John 14:6). “Whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that 
confesseth the Son hath the Father also” (I John 
2:23). The Sonship of Jesus Christ and the 


Fatherhood of God are inseparable correlatives. 


Jesus Christ in His Gospel has nothing higher 
to offer than this. This is the ultimate goal of 
all intelligent beings, the highest pinnacle to which 
beings created in God’s image can attain. This is 
the true Christian mysticism of which Bernard 
of Clairvaux teaches us to sing: 


“Jesus, Thou Joy of loving hearts! 

Thou Fount of Life,Thou Light of men! 
From the best bliss that earth imparts 

We turn unfilled to Thee again.” 


V. The Eternal Result of accepting the Advent 
Fact. 

“This is the Real God and Eternal Life.” After 

walking on treacherous quicksand, man’s feet tread 
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at last on Solid, Bed-rock REALITY. All vain 
fanticies and illusive phantasms are gone forever, 
and we are face to face with the Real God— 
ETERNAL REALITY alone remains. And since 
God is Eternal Reality, all those who are in Him 
that is Real have the same quality of life He has— 
ETERNAL LIFE. This is not merely endless 
existence, but full, rich, satisfying fellowship with 
the Triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, growing sweeter throughout all future ages 
and ages. What it is only His loved ones can 
know. 


VI. The Consequent Duty of guarding against 
all that is False and Unreal. 

With a flash of lightning and a clap of thunder, 
John closes his Epistle abruptly: ‘Little children, 
guard yourselves from all the unreal idols.” John 
loves striking contrasts: here he suddenly sets 


REALITY over against Unrealities, combining 
tenderness with stern warning. Christians are still 
in a world which lies wholly in the Evil One, 
and will ever feel the subtle, sensuous, siren lure 
of its unrealities as long as they are in their mortal 
bodies of flesh and blood (I John 2:12-17). Hence 
we must ever keep on our guard against all un- 
realities, material, intellectual, and spiritual, that 
are ever around us and claim our allegiance. All 
are. hollow substitutes for the REAL GOD, for 
whom our souls thirst (Psalm 42:1,2). DON’T 
turn back from Solid Reality to the quicksands! 
DON’T go back to the barren desert to chase 
illusive mirages! O Christ, Thou alone hast the 
words of eternal life! Io whom else shall we go? 


(John 6:69). 
“On Christ the Solid Rock I stand; 


All other ground is sinking sand.” 


Discussing Proposed Plan Of 
Church Union 


Memphis Presbytery—Oct. 26, 1954 


By Rev. A. W. Dick, D.D. 


Pastor Second Presbyterian Church 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Mr. Moderator and Brethren of Memphis 
Presbytery : 
This is the first public statement that I have 
made in regard to the proposed union under con- 
sideration by the three Presbyterian bodies. I 


do not know of anything new that can be said. 


I have tried to weigh carefully and appraise hon- 
estly all of the reasons for and against the Plan 
of Organic Union. My present position—in op- 
position to the proposed Plan of Union— has not 
come from a snap judgment or from pressure by 
any group or individual. I have sincerely tried 
to expose my mind and heart honestly to both 
sides of the question and in the spirit of Christ 
I have prayerfully tried to reach-my decision. __ 


I have tried to approach this whole question from. 


the. standpoint of something which I believe to 
be fundamental and have sought to make my de- 
cision on that basis. To state it simply it is 
this:—“Can the Presbyterian Church, U.S., of 
which I am a member make its greatest contribu- 
tion to the Kingdom of God and bear its highest 
testimony to that which we believe to be true as 
it is now constituted - or can it do this better tn a 
larger pattern?” ‘That, it seems to me, should be 
the ultimate basis for our decision. 


I shall endeavor to state as clearly and simply 
as possible some reasons why I am opposed to 
the proposed plan for Organic Union. As I have 
indicated - for those of you who have read or 
heard the issues discussed pro and con - they are 
not new. I simply select them as those which 
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appear to me most important and would bring 
them to a focus in our thinking. As we study 
this whole matter it appears to me that we cannot 
avoid -certain obvious facts. 


I.. The heart of the matter is that all true 
discipleship arises from conviction rather than 
coercion. If we really want union where there 
will also be unity we need to convince the great 
majority of our people that we should have organic 
union - and so far - after fifteen years - this has 
not been done! There simply seems to be no zeal 
among a great majority of the members of the 
Southern’ Presbyterian Church for union. I have 
traveled widely throughout our denomination in 
recent years and [| have not yet felt on any occa- 


tions, that there is any semblance of a rising popu- 
lar demand for union, but rather the contrary; I 
have found either apathy or outright opposition. 


The proponents of union have called special at- 
tention to what they regard as “sizeable testimony” 
in favor of union by members of the Southern 
Church. They say that such a witness cannot be 
ignored and they call attention to the fact that 
over 1,100 ruling elders and ministers have declared 
themselves in favor of union. They feel that this 
is a “sizeable testimony.” We, who are opposed 
to the plan of union, feel that there perhaps is a 
much more “sizeable testimony” against it in the 


remaining 28,557 elders and ministers who have 


not declared themselves. In this connection the 
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E meeting jointly with those of our sister denomjna- 


poll that the Presbyterian Outlook made in the 
Presbyteries and a comparison of that poll with 
the results of the subsequent votes of the 11 Pres- 
byteries that have already voted on the question of 
union, is both interesting and revealing. It reveals 
how incomplete the Outlook poll was concerning 
those opposing union. Already 11 Presbyteries, 
representing 505 churches and 75,300 members, 
have voted 531 to 81 against the proposed plan 
of union. We feel that too is a rather “sizeable 
testimony.” 


Again, in this connection attention is called to 
the vote of the General Assembly on approval of 
the plan and submitting it to the Presbyteries: The 
vote being 283 in favor and 169 opposed. The 
proponents of union interpreted that majority as 
being most significant in reflecting the mind of 
the Assembly when as a matter of fact we know 
that a number voted in favor of the Assembly’s 
action, not because they favored union, but because 
they believed that the Presbyteries should have 
an opportunity to settle the matter one way or 
the other. 


Also, in this connection because of the difference 
of policy in administration on the Mission Field 
70 per cent of the Southern Presbyterian mission- 
aries, by actual count, have expressed their op- 
position to the proposed merger. 


II. I am deeply concerned about certain trends 
and attitudes in the U.S.A. Church. Dr. Wilcox 
has already touched on this. I would add that 
you only need to read your Presbyterian history 
to understand that these trends and attitudes are 
not only real but they are divergent and far 
reaching in the ultimate. Dr. William Crowe 
sets this forth in his pamphlet, “Is Organic Union 
of the Presbyterian Churches To Be Desired?” 
There he points out that in the Northern Church 
the emphasis is laid upon church administration 
and that in the Southern Church it is laid upon 
doctrine. Therefore, when Southern Presbyterians 
speak of Organic Union they are talking about 
a unity in belief, whereas, in the Northern Church 
in discussing the same subject the thought in mind 
is community in government and if you will study 
carefully the proposed plan of union these two 
divergent emphases seem to run through the entire 
plan and probably explains why it has taken fifteen 
years for our committees to come up with any plan 
at all. 


In union, which is more important? That we 
shall have unity in a system of government or unity 
in the theological system of what we believe? 
When the union of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and the Cumberland Church was made 
it was not upon a theological basis whatever. The 
fact is, as Dr. Crowe points out, that the last 
moderator of the Cumberland Assembly, Judge 
W. E. Settle, was made to believe that the union 
would be upon the adoption of Cumberland the- 
ology in toto - which following the new school 
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theology was more Arminian than Calvinistic. The 
point that I am trying to make here and the thing 
which deeply disturbs me is that when the hour 
of merging with other denominations arrives the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., gives no particular 
emphasis to the form of belief but rather empha- 
sizes its readiness to unite with any Protestant 
body upon a merely governmental basis. 


Now while the doctrinal statement included in 
the Plan is clearly the reformed faith in its finest 
form—the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms, in which we heartily concur, we must 
call attention to the fact that the proposed govern- 
ment is not a true reflection of that faith. 


While this discrepancy is discernable in all parts 
of the proposed plan, from the vows taken by 
parents at the baptism of children to the whole 
conception of the meaning of eldership, it is par- 
ticularly apparent in its almost unconscious drifting 


toward a centralization of power in a few boards 


and agencies of the new church. This trend is so 
far reaching in its implication that we are con- 
vinced that all of our people should understand 
thoroughly what we are doing before we take the 
step, one from which there can be no retreat. 


III. Another thing that disturbs me deeply 
is the philosophy which lies behind the present 
day ‘Ecumenical Movement” which obviously has 
captured the imagination and loyalty of many re- 
ligious leaders and which ties in closely with the 
current agitation for Organic Union between Pres- 
byterians and other Protestant denominations. 
Through experience we have learned that just 
because something is bigger it does not necessarily 
mean that it is better. 


Our friends who propose Union say they do 
not hold that Christ’s high priestly prayer in the 
17th Chapter of John necessarily means Organic 
Union but | have never heard a speech for the 
Plan of Union made when this was not quoted! 
So if it has no reference to Organic Union, why 
use it? The thing that disturbs me is where 
does it stop? If it is the will of God that all 
Presbyterian Christians be together in organic 


union why should we not extend the privilege to 


include the Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian and 
all other members of the Protestant family? And 
of course if we follow out the logical implication 
of such a philosophy would it not ultimately mean 
that all Protestants should repent of the ‘“‘sin of 
Schism” of which we have been guilty—according 
to the Roman Hierarchy—since the days of Mar- 
tin Luther and John Calvin and return to the 
bosom of the “mother church” so that there might 
be one fold and one shepherd ? 


The one thing that I fear most in this whole 
ecumenical philosophy is that our testimony will 
be so watered down through compromise that it 
will become ineffective for salvation. 


IV. In the fourth place I am opposed to the 
proposed plan of union because the plan itself is 
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incomplete. It makes little effort to deal with the 
resolving of administrative differences which are 
of great importance, but commits the whole matter 
to a committee of 60 to report after the union is 
consummated. The difficulty with this is that these 
deviations are not small matters but in most cases 
are sprung from policies which reveal true dif- 
ferences of thought and doctrine among the three 
churches involved. | 


A recent change giving equal representation on 
the committee to the three churches was made, 
which was indeed a generous gesture on the part 
of the U.S.A. Church, for by right of numerical 
strength the proportion should be something like 
5-2-1. But even if all 60 were from our own 
church the whole united church would vote on 
its report. : 


These things involve long standing policies and 
some are even doctrinal in nature and on all such 
points the Courts must speak after the Committee 
reports not before. Our Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., as it is now constituted will never 
have a chance to vote on the report of this com- 
mittee. 


In conclusion, I would like to affirm my belief 
again in the Church Universal; 1 would like to 


affirm again our responsibility as a church for 
a world wide witness. Just because the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is a “sectional” church in 
the United States of America it does not mean 
that we have to remain a sectional church. If 
Church Extension and Missionary work needs to 
be done above the Mason-Dixon line is there any 
territorial law that limits our going into that 
territory? 


We do not believe that our Lord laid upon 
His followers any special obligation to unite in 
one ecclesiastical organ unless we can _ thereby 
enhance His glory or bear a more effective witness 
to His truth and advance His Kingdom. ‘Taking 


all things into consideration it is my conviction 


that we can bear our best witness to Truth and 
advance His Kingdom on earth more effectively 
in the present pattern of operation. 


Therefore, we cannot feel that there is anything 
sinful or un-Christ-like, unbrotherly or contrary to 
the will of God in preferring to maintain our 
own separate church household so long as we be- 
lieve that we can work more effectively and more 
happily in such a separate organization and at the 
same time can cherish a Spirit of Christian Charity 
and cooperation with all other similar groups! 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Thinking Realistically About Life 


Background Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1, 5; 
12:1, 13, 14. Devotional Reading: Job 28: 
20-28. 


Job had his problem—the problem of Why the Righteous Suffer— and he had quite a time trying 
to solve it. In our Devotional Reading he comes to this conclusion, (see Job 28:20-28),” And unto 
man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” 
The wise thing is to believe in and trust Jehovah, and lean not unto your own understanding. As it is 
put in Proverbs: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding. 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy steps.”’ 


In Ecclesiastes we find a problem also. It is a 
bigger problem than Job’s even; it is the mystery 
of Life itself with all its many perplexing questions. 
The subject of our lesson is, Thinking Realistically 
About Life. This subject is not entirely satis- 
factory to my mind, but it would be hard to find 
a subject that exactly fitted this book. At times 
the writer seems to be more of a Pessimist than 
a Realist. In many ways it is a strange and be- 
wildering book as we listen to the findings of 
this investigator of life. It is never wise or safe 
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to take any verse of the Bible, (or any other book, 
for that matter) out of its context or setting, and 
try to prove something by a solitary verse of this 
kind. No verse of Ecclesiastes should be thus sep- 
arated from the main stream, until, at least we 
come to the conclusion. The writer is searching 
for a solution to life as he sees it “‘under the sun,” 
and he makes statements at times which are un- 
satisfactory and confusing and even contradictory, 
if thus taken by themselves. For instance, take 
this verse; “For the living know that they shall 
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither 
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have they any more a reward: for the memory of 
them is forgotten.”” These are pessimistic words, 
and form but a part of the story of life. He 
shows this in his conclusion of the book. Such 
words cannot be taken as a final statement about 
death. (Compare with Paul in I Corinthians 15) 

In my study of Ecclesiastes I have found Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan’s book, Living Messages of 
the Books of the Bible, most helpful, and I wish to 
quote from him later on. He is always, “‘safe, 
sound, and satisfactory.” 


I had another small pamphlet on this book which 
I wish I could refer to, but it was burned along 
with my other books, and the name of the author 
—a well-known Bible teacher—has escaped me 
for the moment. It was a most suggestive treat- 
ment of this book as I remember it. He takes 
the phrase, ‘““Under the sun,” which occurs some 
thirty times in this short book, as a “key” to the 
book. Ecclesiastes is the record, in his opinion, 
of a man looking at life from its earthly side, as 
he sees things “under the sun.’’ He seldom looks 
“above the sun,” until the very last part. Many 
of this world’s philosophers have been men who 
have tried to solve the problem of life in the same 
way. The “king,” or “preacher” is neither an 
infidel nor agnostic, as Dr. Morgan points out, 
but a believer in God. He does not have that warm 
personal relationship to God which characterized 
David. For instance, as Dr. Morgan remarks, 
he never uses the name “Jehovah”? when speaking 
of God, but “Elohim.” Jehovah stands for Ever- 
living, Ever-loving, Covenant-keeping God, so dear 
to the hearts of men like David. The writer of 
Ecclesiastes is more like a Deist, than a warm friend 


of God. 


This fits in with the character of Solomon, the 
author. He was never the lover of God like his 
father. He had abundance of knowledge, but little 
love. David, with all his faults, loved God. We 
could hardly imagine Solomon saying, ““The Lord 
is my. Shepherd, I shall not want,” Or ‘“‘Wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” Solomon was 
cold and intellectual, and he looked at life, 
“Realistically,” if you please, but not with the 
eye of faith and the heart of devotion. It is small 
wonder that he wrote as he did. He was looking 
at life as he saw it “under the sun,” and did not 
dwell on its other side, life “above the sun.” It 
is only as he comes to the conclusion of the whole 
matter that he seems to get the higher viewpoint. 
What did this “preacher,” reasoning after the 
manner of men, find as he looked at life, and tried 
to solve its mysteries? 


I. The Search of the man “Under the sun’: 
1-5. 


“And I gave my heart to seek and search out 
by wisdom concerning all things that are done 
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given 
to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.”’ He 
thus states his purpose and also the conclusion 
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which he reaches temporarily, at least); “I have 
seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit,” 
(A striving after wind.) What is more baffling 
than to “strive after wind’? 


These opening chapters seem to point unmis- 
takably to Solomon as the writer of the book: 
he is David’s son; he is king over Israel in Jerusa- 
lem; he gave his heart to wisdom; he had abundant 
opportunity to “try out’ all the various things that 
men do under the sun. Like Lord Byron, he 
drank of every cup which this world has to offer, 
and died of thirst, because there was no more to 
drink. He gives a long list of the things he tried, 
and others have tried, too, in searching for the 
“summum bonum.” 


He gave his heart to know wisdom. Like others, 
he drank at the fountain of knowledge and filled 
his mind with it, but was not satisfied. He turned 
to the other extreme, to madness and folly, but 
this, too, failed to satisfy. Many men have to 
laugh away their problems and troubles, but life 
is not just a comedy; there is tragedy mixed up 
with it. The foolishness of the world cannot meet 
the need that is in the soul. Many are trying 
that today. In their eagerness to escape from the 
“mess” in which they find themselves, they fill 
the air with laughter, but it often has a hollow 
sound. Life is not made up of comic strips. He 
then turns to WORK, and puts on a big “Building 
Program.” ‘I made me great works; I builded 
me houses; I planted me vineyards; I made me 
gardens and parks, etc.’”’ As we know, Solomon 
was a great builder. But his Building Program 
could not feed his starving soul. He accumulated 
great wealth; “I gathered me silver and gold, and 
the peculiar treasure of kings.’’ In the account of 
the glory of Solomon’s reign we read that he made 
silver in Jerusalem as stones. 


What was the result of his search? It did not 
bring content; ‘Therefore I hated life: because 
the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous 
unto men: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 


He proceeds now to philosophize about some of 
the obvious things that he sees. There is a time 
for everything under the heaven; life is one mo- 
notonous round of existence. It is good for a man 
just to “make the best of it”; to eat and drink 
and enjoy the good. ‘The difficulty is, however, 
that he does not enjoy it for long; death comes 
to spoil it all. Riches do not even pass from father 
to child, but “take wings and fly away.” 


The sad and tragic story is told. Here is a 
man who has everything under the sun, and yet 
is miserable, disillusioned, empty. These chapters 
are a fine commentary on what Jesus said; What 


will it profit a man if he should gain the whole 


world and lose his own soul, (Himself) Solomon 
had everything under heaven, but he almost missed 
heaven; we always put a question mark after his 
name, and wonder if he is there. Man is made 
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to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, and nothing 
short of this will satisfy. : 


II. Some Conclusions: 


12:1,13,14. 
The philosopher comes to some wise conclusions : 


1. Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth. Start life right. Put God first in the 
life. Days of feebleness and fear come as old age 
approaches. Do not wait until old age to come 
to God. Solomon, however, forgot God in his days 
of opulence and power. He seems to have returned 
to God in his old age. 


2. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole mat- 
ter: fear God and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man. Man is a spiritual 


being; he belongs back in the family of God; he is 
never completely happy nor content until he finds 
his way back into the fold. 


3. Judgment is coming; let us prepare to meet 


our God. 


I wish to use the balance of my space for two 
quotations from Dr. G. Campbell Morgan: 


. “The permanent values of the book are two. 


The first is that of the revelation of the vanity of 
life unyielded to God; and the second is that of 
a brief statement of what true wisdom is.” “The 
whole philosophy is expressed in the words of 
Jesus: This is life eternal, that they should know 
thee the only true God, and Him Whom Thou 


didst send, even Jesus Christ.” 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 26 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Sharing The Good News 


Hymn: ‘“‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
Prayer 

Scripture: John 1 :35-42 

Hymn: “Angels, From The Realms Of Glory” 
Offering 

Hymn: “The Morning Light Is Breaking” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our program last week dealt with the Good 
News of Christ’s coming to be the Saviour of 
the world. Yesterday was Christmas, the day on 
which we commemorate the birth of Christ into 
the world in human form. If we celebrated that 
day in the right way, it was because our hearts 
are filled with gratitude for all the goodness God 
has shed abroad in our lives through Christ Jesus. 
It is not enough to say that we are grateful. God 
wants us to express our thanks in practical ways, 
and if we are truly grateful for the Good News, 
we will prove our gratitude in our actions. The 
best way of showing our appreciation for the Good 
News is to share it with others. The speakers 
on the program will tell us how we may go about 


sharing the Gospel of Christ. 


First SPEAKER: 

It hardly seems necessary to say it, but we can- 
not share anything until we have a firm grasp 
of it ourselves. This is especially true of the Good 
News about Christ. We cannot share the Gospel 
with other people unless we understand it our- 
selves. The nature of the Good News was dis- 
cussed in last week’s program, but let us look at 
it briefly again to be absolutely sure that we 
understand it. | 


Do we honestly realize that the eternal Son of 
God was born into the world with a body and 
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a spirit just like ours? Do we realize that He 
was both God and human being at the same time? 
Do we believe that He lived a perfectly sinless 
life even though He was tempted just as we are? 
Do we understand that He, being free of guilt, 
took the guilt of our sin upon Himself and died 
in our place for our sin? Are we convinced that 
those of us who believe in Him and trust in Him 
for our salvation are freely forgiven and that we 
are judged to be righteous in the sight of God? 
But the most important thing is this: have you 
personally trusted Christ to be your Saviour, and 
do you know that you have eternal life? The Bible 
says, “He that believeth on the Son hath life.” 
Do you believe it, and have you experienced this 
salvation yourself? If we cannot answer these 
questions with a confident “yes,” then we may not 
have a very secure grasp of the Gospel ourselves. 
If we do not have a personal understanding of 
the Good News, it will be impossible for us to 
share it. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Assuming that the Gospel is very meaningful 
to all of us, how do we go about sharing it? There 
are really many ways, but one of the most effective 
is that which is described in the Scripture passage 
which was just read to us. Andrew went to his 
brother Peter and told him about Jesus and then 
persuaded Peter to come see for himself. This is 
one of the simplest and most powerful ways of 
witnessing. All of us know other young people 
who are not Christians, and we would surely be 
glad to see them accept Christ as Saviour. Have 
we ever considered going to them personally and 
telling them in simple words of what Christ means 
to us. Sometimes we think we need to be armed 


PAGE 15 


63 
2 
| 
4 
4 


with strong arguments in order to convince un- 
believers, but personal testimony is usually more 
influential than all the arguments we could ever 
advance. This may seem like a hard thing to do, 
but we may be sure that God will bless our efforts 
if we will only try it. 


Another simple way of bearing personal witness 
is to invite young people who are not Christians 
to your church, your Sunday School, and your 
youth meetings. We ought not to substitute the 
invitation method for actually telling others what 
Christ means to us, but the two methods make 
good companions. Andrew used both methods. 
He told Peter about Christ, and then invited him 
to share in his fellowship with the Lord. Since 
this time when one man brought his brother, lit- 
erally millions of people have come to know the 
Lord because someone else invited them. (You 
could ask for a show of hands by those who came 
into the church or into the youth group because 
someone invited them. If we are truly grateful for 
the Good News, we must continue to share it by 
our words of witness. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

We realize that there are many people in the 
world who need the Gospel and with whom we 
would like to share it who are out of our reach. 


Because they are too far from us and because we . 


cannot speak their language we cannot deliver the 
message about Christ to them in person. Does this 
mean that we can do nothing to acquaint them 
with the Gospel and that we have no responsibility 
toward them? No, there are ways of sharing the 


Good News with them also. 


The word “evangelism” means “proclaiming the 
Good News,” and the church of Christ is organized 
to evangelize the world. The aim of the church 
is to share the Gospel with the whole world. This 
great evangelistic program of the church requires 
the support of the people who make up its mem- 
bership. The Christians must pray for this program 
to undergird it spiritually, and they must give of 
their means to support it financially. The church 
is sharing the Good News about Christ with the 
world, and each of us takes a part in that glorious 
task as he prays for the spread of the Gospel and 
as he gives of his material means to that end. 


Women’s Work 


New Orleans Presbyterial 


A record attendance of 349 women was set at 
the annual meeting of New Orleans Presbyterial 
Nov. 19 at Gentilly Presbyterian Church, New 
Orleans, where Mrs. Warren A. Griffith was 
elected the new president, and where Mrs. J. A. 
McCarthy was presented a life membership in 


the Women of the Church. 
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Mrs. McCarthy, now president of the Women 
of the Church at First Street Presbyterian Church, 
New Orleans, where she also is church secretary, 
long has been active in the women’s work. At 
present she is constitution and by-laws chairman 
of Presbyterial. Mrs. M. Vance Higbee, a former 

resbyterial president, made the presentation of the 
membership and pin. 


Other officers elected on a partial slate to two- 
year terms with Mrs. Griffith include: Mrs. 
P. A. Gaudet, New Orleans, recording secretary ; 
Mrs. Gordon E. Albright, of Thibodaux, chair- 
man district three; Miss Alice Jeffrey, of Jeaner- 
ette, chairman of district four; Mrs. Daniel W. 
Hayes, New Orleans, chairman of Spiritual 
growth; Mrs. R. S. Baines, New Orleans, chair- 
man of World Missions, and Mrs. A. B. Hale, 


New Orleans, chairman of Christian Education. 


The Steady Subscriber 
Drinks from “The Old Oaken Bucket” 


How dear to our hearts is the steady subscriber 
Who promptly renews at the end of the year; 
Who sends in her name and money quite gladly, 
Who casts ’round her sanctum a halo of cheer. 
She never says, “Stop it, I cannot afford it, 

I’m getting more magazines now than [ read.” 


But always says, “Send it, our folks seem to like it. 


We think it’s a help and in fact, a great need.” 
We inwardly bless her, we outwardly thank her— 
That steady subscriber, who writes, ‘““Yes, indeed.” 


—Selah. 


(If you have not already renewed your Church 
Paper subscription, it is time to do it now. If you 
are a regular reader, why not enlist somebody else 
to subscribe and enjoy the blessings of this paper 
in her home. ) 


Gratitude 


Thanksgiving Day 1954 is past, but this little 
story is good for T. G. any day. 


Four-year-old Billy had disobeyed his father and 
upset a box of his father’s fishing tackle on the 
garage floor. In his fear, he ran out of the garage 
and hid under the bushes at the far end of the 
yard. All afternoon he sat there. Several times 
his mother called and each time Billy felt worse. 
He thought about it a long time and then slowly 
crawled out. At the door, he waited a moment; 
then opened it quietly. His mother saw him, “Why 
Billy, where in the world have you been?” He 
had just one thought. ‘“Where’s Daddy?” And 


even as he spoke, his father stood in the doorway. 


Daddy seemed awfully tall—seemed to fill the 
doorway. For a moment Billy couldn’t speak, and 
then he said: “Daddy I want to tell you some- 
thing.” ‘There was something in that voice that 
kept the father silent. ‘Daddy,’ I took your fishing 
tackle. And it spilled. And, I hid.” Then with- 
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out quite knowing why, Billy was in his father’s 
arms. For a long time no one said anything. Final- 
ly, a small voice said: “But Daddy, aren’t you 
mad?” “I saw what happened in the garage, Billy. 
I’m not happy that you disobeyed me. But, well, 
you've had a lot of time to think it over. And 
I don’t think you’ll do it again.” 


That night when his mother tucked him into 
bed, Billy was unusually thoughtful. “Mommie,” 
he said, on Thanksgiving, tomorrow, what are 
yuu going to be thankful for?”’ “Oh, for our home,” 
his mother replied. ‘And for our food, and for 
this country, and for you, Bill. Why?” “I was 
just wondering.” ‘There was a long pause while 
the four-year-old mind reviewed the things that 
counted most in his life. And then, having reached 
his conclusion, he said, ‘Mommie, on Thanksgiving 
I’m going to be thankful that Daddies forgive little 
boys.” 


If Thanksgiving means anything to us, it’s a time 
to be thankful that God is a Father who loves and 
forgives us all. 


—Adapted from an article in Monday Morning. 


“For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2:11. 


Keeping Christmas 


Christmas is a time for children. It is a time 
in life’s calendar when we seem to drink of a 
fountain that makes us young again. 


Christmas is a time of remembrance. It takes 
us back to a time when life’s tree buds once more 
and every plant speaks with a flower. 


Christmas is a time of song. It puts the song in 
the heart that the angels sang - ‘“‘on earth peace, 
good will to men.” 


Christmas is a time of hope. The spirit is raised 
to the height of all hope as we look to that glad 
tomorrow when Christ shall be honored in every 
heart and war shall be no more. 


Christmas is a time for the family. It is a time 
for the binding closer of the hearts within God’s 
first ordained social unit. 


Christmas is a time for friends. It is a time to 
renew ties with the old and tried friends, and it 
is a time to strengthen chords with the new. 


Christmas is a time of love. It is a fime to create 
a bit of heaven in other hearts. Alas! for the 
heart that is cold and empty when all the world 
says “Be Happy!” 


These are some of the things that abide - the 
jov of children, happy memories, a glad tomorrow, 
friends, and love expressed. As we build such 
into our Chirstmas we earn the right to say to all 
the world - ‘Blessed Christmas!” 
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A Rare Sight Today 
After John Davis, a Midland College sopho- 


more at Fremont, Nebraska, had donated a pint 
of blood to the Dodge County bloodmobile unit, 
he received the usual cup of fruit juice and a 
sandwich. 

John bowed his head in thanksgiving before 
eating the food. Nurses, thinking he was fainting, 
grabbed him and had him stretched on a cot before 
he could -explain that he was not passing out—he 
was thanking the Lord. 

It is not surprising that the nurses thought as 
they did. The sight of a person in a public place 
bowing his head to thank God for his food, is 
unfortunately, a rare sight. —Evangel. 


“IT Have Given ... Thy Word” 


The American Bible Society has distributed 
9,726,391 Bibles, New ‘Testaments, and portions 
in the United States during the past year, in 81 
languages. This is a gain of 20 per cent over any 
previous year. | 

The Bible or one of its books has been translated 
and published in 1,077 languages and dialects. 
This includes 200 whole Bible translations, 257 
complete New ‘Testament translations, and 620 
whole books. 


It is 150 years since the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was launched, and the Jubilee is 
being celebrated throughout the world. As part 
of the celebration, the United Bible Societies will 
join in sponsorship of a World Good Will Book, 
a compilation of signatures of people who have 
contributed a dollar or more to a special fund 
to make Scripture available wherever wanted, 
wherever needed, throughout the world. 

One hundred and sixty-seven thousand copies 
of the Gospel of John in Korean have just come 
from the press for the American Bible Society. 
The Gospel is in magazine form, beautifully illus- 
trated and printed in the Hankuhl spelling now 
used by the Korean Government. 

The American Bible Society has opened a new 
agency in Liberia, its first office in Africa below 


the Sahara. 
—Christian World Facts. 


Church News 


Nashville — Mr. and Mrs. Howard B. Smith, 
Jr., of Nashville, on indefinite leave from the 
Korea Mission, have presented their resignations 
to the Board of World Missions and asked that 


their names be taken off the list of missionaries. 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard Smith were appointed 
by the Board on November 8, 1949, and sailed for 
Korea on May 2, 1950. They arrived in Korea 


PAGE 17 


4 
4 
3 
4 
4 
a 
& 


about three weeks prior to the invasion of South 
Korea, and had to return to this country almost 
at once. In September of 1950, Mr. Smith was 
called back into the military service of the United 
States. On October 1, 1950, Mr. and Mrs. How- 
ard B. Smith were given indefinite leave from the 
Korea Mission. 


1. The Board accepted with real regret the 
resignation of Mr. and Mrs. Howard B. Smith 
from our Korea Mission, and expressed to them 
their gratitude for the sacrificial spirit that these 
two young people have shown in regard to the 
missionary cause. 


Miss Ocie Respess 


Nashville, Tenn. — The appointment of Miss 
Ocie Respess of Decatur, Ga., as a medical mis- 
sionary to Korea was announced today by the 
Board of World Missions, Presbyterian Church, 
U. 3. 


Miss Respess is now a medical technologist at 
Crawford Long Hospital in Atlanta, under Dr. 
Darrell Ayer. She will leave this country on a 
three-year term assignment to the Korean mission 
of the Presbyterian Church in late summer, 1955, 
after attending a missionary indoctrinization school 
at Montreat, N. C. 


Dr. Samuel Moore 

Rev. Samuel Williams Moore, D.D., died in the 
Bluefield Sanitarium, September 29, last, where he 
had been a patient for three months. He was in 
his 85th year. A graduate of Davidson College and 
Princeton Seminary, he served fifty years in the 
Gospel Ministry of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 


including pastorates in West Virginia churches, 
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Bramwell, Pocahontas, Williamson and latterly the 
First Church of Bluefield. At intervals he sup- 
plied the churches of Abingdon and Wytheville in 
Virginia. He served his country in World War I, 
connected with the Y. M. C. A., spending much 
of the time at the front in the fighting. 


Dr. Moore was greatly beloved in all the 
churches he served, including the Virginia churches 
which he supplied when their pulpits were vacant. 
The Wytheville congregation remembers him grate- 
fully as being largely responsible for their com- 
fortable church and chapel buildings. They also 
thank him for introducing the Journal to them, 
stating that “it is the best church paper in the 
South.” His hobby was securing higher education 
for ambitious boys and girls who were otherwise 
unable to afford it. His body awaits the Resur- 
rection in the old Hopewell churchyard, Hunters- 


ville, N. C., his boyhood home. 


New Orleans 


Laymen’s Association 


John M. Myers, Jr., of Napoleon Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, is new president of the New 
Orleans Presbyterian Laymen’s Association. Myers 
and other new officers were elected to one-year 
terms at a meeting the night of Nov. 19 at First 
Presbyterian Church. He succeeds Edwin W. 
Stock, Sr., of Canal Street Presbyterian Church. 


Other officers elected to serve with Myers in- 
clude: 


Harry Maxfield, vice president, of St. Charles 
Avenue Church; Henry Voss, of Carrollton 
Church, second vice president; Howard Smith, 
third vice president, of Lakeview Church; James 
S. Mason, treasurer of Metairie Ridge Church; 
Henry L. Hitt, secretary, of Third Church; In- 
stallation was by Rev. William C. Dinwiddie, of 
Covington Church. 


$4 Million To Agnes Scott 


Decatur, Ga. — The will of the late Mrs. 
Frances Winship Walters of Atlanta makes Agnes 
Scott College, Decatur, Ga., her residuary legatee. 
The Trust Company of Georgia, executor of the 
will, estimates that the college will receive slightly 
more than $4,000,000 for endowment. Terms of 
the will provide that half this amount be added 
to the college’s endowment funds, and half be 
held in trust by the executor, for the college to 
match dollar for dollar. Also, among other be- 
quests in the will, Mrs. Walters left $50,000 for 
maintenance of the infirmary she built for Agnes 
Scott in 1949. 


Mrs. Walters graduated from Agnes Scott and 
throughout her life was active in the college’s 
affairs. She made generous financial contributions, 
including two scholarship funds, an entrance gate- 
way, and the infirmary. At the time of her death 
she was Vice-Chairman of the college’s Board of 
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Trustees on which she had served as an Alumna 
Trustee since 1937. She was a member of the 
Development Committee of the board and had 
recently been engaged in urging plans for the next 
decade to strengthen the financial structure of 
the college and to deepen its intellectual and 
spiritual life. The Development Program, to cul- 
minate in 1964, on the 75th anniversary of the 
college, has a goal of $10,000,000. Her immediate 
project with the Development Committee was to 
find means for building a new dormitory. 


Dr. Wallace M. Alston, President of Agnes 
Scott, in announcing terms of the will, said: “We 
cannot be grateful enough for her. This is by 
far the largest single gift ever made to Agnes 
Scott. Through many years she has dreamed and 
planned that Agnes Scott might become a college 
for women that would be the equal of any in 
America. Through the sixty-five years of the col- 
lege’s history, Mrs. Walters and many other 
staunch friends have secured an endowment of 
$3,025,000, and have invested $4,375,000 in 
buildings, ground and equipment. Mrs. Walters’ 
bequest launches today the college’s Development 
Program for the next decade. The influence of 
her life at Agnes Scott will continue to be one of 
the strongest forces shaping and molding this 
college.” 


Mr. John L. Dickinson 


John Lewis Dickinson, 84, veteran Charleston, 
W. Va., banker and business leader of that city 
for many years, died November 29 in a Richmond, 
Va., hospital after a long illness. Mr. Dickinson 
was not only an active promoter of the progres- 
sive civic life of Charleston, but was an elder in 
the First Presbyterian Church of that city for many 
years. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Maude 
Hubbard Dickinson, whom he married in 1899; 
a brother, Mr. Charles C. Dickinson, Sr., of 
Malden, who succeeded him as the head of the 
bank’s board of directors; five daughters, Miss 
Mary Lewis Dickinson, Mrs. Andrew A. Payne, 
Mrs. Ray M. Evans, Mrs. Harvey G. Davis, 
Sr., and Mrs. E. I. Goldsmith, all of Charleston. 
Burial was in Spring Hill Cemetery, Charleston.. 


Early Birds 


Chalmette, La. — An outpost Sunday School 
and church was started Sunday morning, Nov. 21, 
at Chalmette Vista on the outskirts of New Or- 
leans, with the Claiborne Avenue _ Presbyterian 
Church as the sponsor. Thirty persons of whom 
20 were adults heard Rev. Max Ecke, Jr., Clai- 
borne pastor, preach the initial sermon, a Thanks- 
giving message, entitled ‘Assurance of Grace.” 
Thirty-three persons attended the first Sunday 
school services. 


Both church and Sunday school services are 
conducted at the C. F. Rowley elementary school 
on Livingston Avenue at Chalmette Vista. The 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational exeelience. Member Southern Association Col 
lege and Sesundary Schools. Enduwed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Clas 
Lest culleges. Profewer each ten students. Personal atten- 
tiwn. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Prepearawry department with Lith, 13th grade. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Schularships. Self-help. Sesend semester 
begins January 24, 196565. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


church services are at 8:30 a.m. and Sunday school 


at 9:30 a.m. 


A canvass of the Chalmette area was made the 
week of Nov. 15-20 by Miss Marie Gibert of 
Jackson, Miss., Sunday school extension worker, 
for the Synod of Louisiana and Miuississippi, and 
Rev. Fred L. Reeves, new field secretary of church 
extension for New Orleans Presbytery. 


Eventually it is hoped to establish a church in 
Chalmette, according to Rev. Mr. Ecke. 


Change of Address: 

Rev. J. Gordon Riggan, from Huntington, 
W. Va., to 3727 Wayne Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 
He has accepted call to Macon Road Presbyterian 
Church. 
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ORDER BOOKS 
from | 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


THE Boox or Acts. F. F. Bruce. William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. $6.00. 


One of the great boons to Biblical scholarship 
during the past few years is the publication of 
“THE NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMENTARY ON 
THE New TESTAMENT. £‘This commentary is 
providing an authoritative work that is the finest 
in conservative New Testament scholarship. The 
author of this particular volume enjoys a reputa- 
tion as a man of exceptional learning and dis- 
tinguished literary gifts. He has the ability to 
write with a lucid style and his comments are both 
interesting and enlightening. At present he serves 
as Head of the Department of Biblical Studies 
in Shefheld University. He is also well known 
as Editor of The Evangelical Quarterly. His Com- 
mentary on the Greek Text of Acts published in 
1951 attracted favorable notice from leading New 
Testament scholars. Dr. Bruce was educated at 
the Universities of Aberdeen, Cambridge and 
Vienna and was graduated with classical honors 
from the former two. He is well equipped in 
every way to make a scholarly contribution to the 
understanding of Acts. 


The aim of the author has been to make the 
wall between the first and twentieth centuries 
transparent. To this end he has sought not merely 


PAGE 19 


We 
3 
¥ 
Pi 
~ 
S 
“a 
i 
_ 
4 
4 
4 
3 
4 
& 


to let us hear the voice of Luke but of the Word 
of God itself as it speaks to us in this mid-twentieth 
century. 


The author thinks of Acts as a volume of 
History of Christian Origins. He thinks that 
Acts along with the Gospel according to Luke 
was circulated together as one complete and inde- 
pendent work for a while. About the end of the 
first century or the beginning of the second, the 
four canonical gospels were gathered together in 
one collection and began to circulate as the four- 
fold gospel. This meant that the first volume of 
our two-fold History was detached from the second 
and attached to three works by other writers which 
covered more or less the same ground relating 
the story of Jesus and ending with an account 
of the resurrection. Following this, Dr. Bruce 
holds, ““The second volume, therefore, was left 
to pursue a career of its own but an important and 
influential career as it proved. We are reminded 
that there would have been a hiatus between the 
Gospels and the Pauline epistles were it not for 
the document which we call The Acts. He main- 
tains that Acts played an indispensable part in 
relating the two collections to each other. As 
regards the first collection, Acts forms his general 
sequel as it was from the first, the proper sequel 
to one of the four documents in that collection, 
the third Gospel. As regards the second collection, 
Acts provides the narrative background against 
which the writings of Paul can more literally be 
understood and—more important still—Acts pro- 
vides clear and convincing evidence of the validity 
of the Apostolic claim which Paul makes for him- 
self in his letters. 


Frequently a commentary prepared by a man of 
Dr. Bruce’s scholarly attainments is loaded down 
with so many technicalities dealing with an eval- 
uation of textual problems and critical evaluations 
that little time is left for a fruitful exegesis of the 
scripture text. This volume is an exception to that 
procedure. Here is a commentary that is ideally 
suited to a pastor who desires to find the real 
meaning of a passage in understandable language 
and show how it is related to everyday life. We 
see here the ancient Christian faith as it applies to 
our modern world. —J. R.R. 


You SHALL Be My Witnesses. John H. 
Kormminga. William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co. $1.50. 

The author restates in concrete terms the essence 
of the Christian’s witness in this world and the 
dynamics which make it a living and compelling 
thing. He seeks in the church of today the youthful 
vigor, the glow of the firebrand and the life of 
praise which was so much the life of the infant 
church. He asks the twentieth century Christian 
that his witness correspond to the faith that is in 
him—his only hope in life and death. Such wit- 
ness the reader is reminded is his only reasonable 
service. The busy Christian, the thoughtful Chris- 
tian—all will find in this book much to reflect on. 
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Basic CONCEPTS IN CHRISTIAN PEDAGOGY. Jan 
Waterink. William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
$2.00. 


This present volume comprises six lectures 
which form a concise and trenchant exposition of 
the basic concepts in Christian pedagogy. These 
concepts brilliantly articulated by the author, who 
is professor of Education and Psychology at the 
Free University of Amsterdam, show how unity 
and the individual can be brought to life in all its 
parts; how both child and educator, in serving 
God and knowing His ordinances, conserve not 
only the church, but also the state; not only 
society, but also culture; not only art, but also 
science. In these pages is set forth with clarity and 
convincing argumentation, the true framework of 
life in which man may become educationally ma- 
ture and culturally-formed in which he can find 
his only real happiness. 


These lectures were originally delivered on the 
Calvin foundation during 1954. They will make 
stimulating reading for all who are interested in 
Christian education. 


AMERICA’S SPIRITUAL RECOVERY. Edward L. 
R. Elson. Fleming H. Revell Company. $2.50. 


The pastor of the National Presbyterian Church 
of Washington, D. C., presents to us in this 
volume ten messages which deal with the problems 
of contemporary America. His general theme is 
that the moral principles of our founding fathers 
are now at a low ebb but there are hopeful signs 
for a better day. 


Analyzing the general temper of our day, Dr. 
Elson writes, “As a generation we dope ourselves 
with amateur psychology. We buy up all the 
books of the peace-of-mind cults, pitifully confi- 
dent that it is possible to have peace-of-mind in 
our kind of world. We follow preachers who 
hawk formulas for banishing worry and fear and 
tension while the prophets of God with their pain- 
ful judgments requiring repentance go unheeded. 
We return wistfully to inspirational speakers and 
are left with a terrible emptiness and lowliness 
of soul and a desperation of spirit. Every once 
in a while we realize that we are renegades from 
our true nature.’”’ As a result the author insists 
that there is a haunting conviction that if we are 
to match these days which God in His- providence 
has imposed on us as a people, then God Himself 
must invade us from the outside. He says, “We 
must have a fresh encounter with the living Lord 
of the universe who alone can fashion us into a 
people we never yet have been, yet always have 
longed to be.” 


Perhaps the best message in this book is the one 
entitled ““A Time for Intolerance.” Pointing out 
that our Lord was kind and compassionate, he 
also observes that there were times when he dem- 
onstrated that tolerance is not always a virtue. 
Of some things he would be tolerant, but some 
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other things he would not tolerate at all. He 
writes, “There is no greater distortion of Chris- 
tian principle than the prevalent assumption that 
the Christian must be tolerant at all times. To 
suppose that tolerance of everyone and everything 
at all times and in all places is a virtue is to 
misunderstand the nature of Christian life. There 
are times when Christians must be tolerant but 
there are other times when Christians dare not 
be tolerant. To be tolerant under all circumstances 
is to blunt the sharp-edged convictions and to dis- 
sipate spiritual vitality.” 


The closing message is a challenge to the church 
to measure up to its responsibility to meet the 
needs of the whole life of the individual. He 
comments, ‘A tepid church and a half-hearted peo- 
ple can never stand up to the demands of this 
age. There are demonic forces at work. ‘We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.’ 


While these messages must be categorized as 
addresses rather than sermons they are timely and 
are of real value in that they pin-point the fact 
that America’s greatest need at this time is 
spiritual. 


—J. R.R. 


Our Cities For Curist. Thomas W. Currie. 
The Board of Church Extension, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., Atlanta, Georgia. $.75. 


This little book points out what a_ glorious 
and unprecedented opportunity the Southern 
Presbyterian Church has in the face of the move- 
ment of the country to the city and from North 
to South during the past decade. It is concerned 
primarily about the urban work of the Presbyterian 
Church and is intended as a supplement to be used 
along with the Interdenominational book, ‘Man 


and God in the City.” 


Wuat Rome TeaAcHes. Edward J. ‘Tanis. 


Baker Book House. §$.60. 


This booklet gives a comparison of some of 
the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church with 
the Holy Scripture. The author is pastor of the 
Second Reformed Church of Grand Haven, Michi- 
gan. He believes that whether we are Roman 
Catholics or Protestants the most important thing 
in the world is to know the truth. The purpose 
of this pamphlet is to set forth what Rome believes 
to be the truth and compare these teachings with 
the words of our Lord. The pamphlet lets Jesus 
and Rome speak for themselves. 


MopernN CHRISTIAN MOoveMeENtTs. John T. 


McNeill. Westminster Press. $3.50. 

The author of this book is convinced that a 
fuller knowledge of the key movements that have 
affected the life of the Christian Church from 


the seventeenth century to the present time should 
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be understood and such an understanding will en- 
able one to better appreciate the present day condi- 
tions and prospects of Christianity. This book, 
therefore, is an attempt to make more available 
some of the stored up riches of the modern cen- 
turies for people fated to hear or journey in Jet 
planes, apprehensive of atomic devastation or im- 
patiently awaiting the application of unlimited 
power to every physically difficult task. 


Betty W. Stoffel. 


MOMENTS OF ETERNITY. 
John Knox Press. $1.00. 


Betty Stoffel brings to her first collective work, 
simple and moving poems about the‘ things that 
mean most to everyone. In this little book are 
the poetess’ discoveries about God, His world and 
His gifts, home, children and the common things 
of life that all hearts feel and share. 


CHALK TALKS FOR THE AMATEUR. Lionel A. 


Hunt. Moody Press. §$.75. 


The possibilities of this type of visual aid for 
presenting Gospel truths is limitless. The author 
shows how there is nothing so fascinating to young 
and old as watching strokes appear on a sheet of 
paper. This booklet is highly suggestive and should 
be of value to Sunday School teachers in presenting 
Gospel truth. | 


STOLEN Lecacy. George G. M. James. 
Philosophical Library. $3.75. 

This book aims to show that the Greeks were 
not the authors of Greek philosophy but the people 
of North Africa commonly called the Egyptians. 
The author holds to the belief that Greek phil- 
osophy constitutes THE STOLEN LEGACY. In 
our judgment the author has failed to prove his 
case. 


THE WaALkK, CHARACTER AND CONVERSATION 
OF Our Lorp. Alexander Whyte. Zondervan 
Publishing House. $3.50. 


In a clear-cut readable way Dr. Whyte traces 
the life and walk of our Lord Jesus Christ during 
His earthly ministry in such a way that the Saviour 
seems to step from the pages to address the reader. 
To know more about Christ should be the aim 
and purpose of every Christian’s life. This de- 
lightful volume will enable the Christian to enter 
into a closer walk and a more intimate knowledge 
of the Saviour. This work has long been recog- 
nized as one of the most outstanding volumes of 
Bible biographies available. 


CHILDREN’S SERMONS. Kenneth _ Brakeley 


Welles. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


The contents of this volume consist of 58 brief 
children’s sermons written by a pastor who is 
widely experienced in this kind of work. Truths 
in this collection will appeal to children through 
the very humanness and liveliness of the stories 
themselves. 
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REPENTANCE. Arthur W. Pink. Bible Truth 
Depot. §$.30. ¥ 


Dr. Pink shows that a prominent place is given 
repentance in the New Testament. An insignificant 
place is given to this subject in many contemporary 
pulpits. He says that, “Some of the most promi- 
nent of those ‘who please to style themselves 
‘teachers of dispensatronal truth’ insist that re: 
pentance belongs to a past period, being altogether 
‘Jewish’ and deny in toto that in this age, God 
demands repentance from the sinner before he can 
be saved.” Such an attitude he believes repudiates 
the plain teachings of the Scriptures. Acts 17:30 
tells us, “But now commandeth all men every- 
where to repent.”” The author defines repentance 
as “a supernatural and inward revelation from 
God giving a deep consciousness of what I am 
in His sight which causes me to loath and condemn 
myself, resulting in a bitter sorrow for sin, a holy 
horror and hatred for sin, a turning away from 
or forsaking of sin.” 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS... David Brown. 
Zondervan Publishing Company. $2.50. 


This book is a_ re-publication from the series 
called “Handbooks For Bible Classes and Private 
Students” edited by Alexander Whyte. The 
author was Principal and Professor at Free 
Church College, Edinburgh, Scotland. It was 
written for Christians who were in search of 
practical help for daily living. The author brings 
the depth of the doctrines found in this epistle 
to the understanding of the average Bible student. 
Every Christian in search of practical help for 
the understanding of Romans will find ample aid 
in these pages. 


THe Person AND OF THE Hoty 
Spirit. Rene Pache. Moody Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Pache is well known as a leading Bible 
teacher in Switzerland. He has lectured widely 
at theological seminaries in France and England. 
In this volume he shows who the Holy Spirit 
is, what he did before Pentecost and what he has 
been doing since then in the lives of men. Here 
is a study, which you cannot fail to conclude 
without the conviction that the time devoted to 
it has been well spent. 


An INTRODUCTION To THE Stupy OF CuHris- 
TIAN Missions. Harold R. Cook. Moody Press, 
$3.00. 


Mr. Cook became keenly aware of the need for 
a simple introduction to missions while teaching 
at Moody Bible Institute. A missionary himself, 
he has been in close contact for many years with 
mission boards and fields and candidates. He 
has presented here a picture of the church’s whole 
mission program. This book will provide the 
answers for many questions people are asking today 
in regard to missionary work. 
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THE Story oF Jesus. Edmund Filmer. Van 
Kampen Press. $2.95. 


A delightful new presentation of the most fas- 
cinating story in the world. It is historically ac- 
curate and as the story unfolds towards its dra- 
matic climax readers of all ages will find it in- 
creasingly interesting. ‘The story is illustrated by 
an entirely new series of colorful pictures especially 
commissioned for this book. ‘The maps and Bible 
references will help the reader to trace the story 
in the New Testament. Parents and teachers will 
find that its lucid style makes it ideal for reading 
aloud to younger children. Boys and girls of 
all ages will find a new interest and meaning in 
the world’s most significant events. 


A Surprise BirTHDAY Party. 
non. Moody Press. $.50. 


Here are stories that children will enjoy. ‘This 
book contains sixty-four pages with bright two- 
color paper covers. 


Brenda Can- 


Gop Porrrays Women. Grace McAllister. 


Moody Press. $2.50. 


Here are character studies on women of the 
Bible by one with a deep understanding of God's 
Word and human nature. Mrs. McAllister gives 
some interesting notes from history and archaeol- 
ogy. She brings truth from many parts of the 
Bible to bear on the story at hand. Her applica- 
tions are wise and penetrating. 


An INTRODUCTION TO THE PAULINE EPISTLES. 
D. Edmond Hiebert. Moody Press. $4.50. 


Dr. Hiebert’s introduction to Paul’s_ epistles 
grew out of his classes. It is not intended as a 
commentary; it is to help the student in college 
or on his-own to trace the thought content of the 
Apostle’s matchless letters. The introductions to 
each epistle give a historical background and deal 
briefly with the critical problems of the books. It 
is a fresh study of the Pauline contribution to 
the world’s great literature. 


FERVENT IN Spirir. Ezra A. Shank. Moody 


Press. $2.50. 


This is a life story of Arthur J. Bowen. It 
tells of a half-century of happy service for Christ. 
This book will acquaint you with a man full of 
the winsomeness of Christ. 


SoLos AND Duets—No. |. Compiled by John 
W. Peterson. Moody Press. $.75. 


This selection shows that Gospel singing is an 
indispensable part of evangelism. The compiler 
has selected sixty-five Gospel songs that are 
adaptable for solos and duets. 
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Now During The Christmas Season Why Not Give 


In Christmas, we celebrate God's gift to us in the sending of His 


Son into the world. What better time to consider making a gift that 


will spread His spirit into every area of life? What better way than 


through a generous gift to one of our Presbyterian colleges or sem- 


inaries which mold young Christian lives? How can one measure the 


value of its influence? Your gift becomes a living thing which lives on 


after you. The good it does is reaped by countless generations. 


Address 
Decatur, Ga. 


Batesville, Ark. 


Sherman, Tex. 


Jackson, Miss. 


Danville, Ky. 


Davidson, N. C. 


Elkins, W. Va. 


Red Springs, N. C. 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


Bristol, Tenn. 


Staunton, Va. 


Montreat, N. C. 


Clinton, S. C. 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Memphis, Tenn. 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Fulton, Mo. 


Jackson, Ky. 


Banner Elk, N. C 


Statesville, N. C. 


N. C. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Maxton, N. C. 


Kerrville, Tex. 


Austin, Tex. 


Decatur, Ga. 


Louisville, Ky. 


Richmond, Va. 


Senior College President 
John D. Moseley 
R. McFerran Crowe 
Walter A. Groves 
John R. Cunningham 
David K. Allen 

Edgar G. Gammon 
R. T. L. Liston 

J. Rupert McGregor 
Marshall W. Brown 
Edwin R. Walker 
ES Peyton N. Rhodes 
Stillman sndcaicoocicaeueal Sam Burney Hay 
William W. Hall 
Junior Colleges 

Robert G. Landolt 
Lees-McRae ee Fletcher Nelson 
Mitchell. John Montgomery 
Peace.. Wm. C. Pressly 
Presbyterian Junior Louis C. LaMotte 
Schreiner Andrew Edington 
Theological Seminaries 

Austin David L. Sitt 
Columbia J. McDowell Richards 
Louisville. __... rank H. Caldwell 
Union Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. 
Assembly’s Training School........... Charles E. S. Kraemer 


Richmond, Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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